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Purpose: This study aims to map and analyze the progress of  

sustainability research published in journals indexed in SINTA 2 using 

bibliometric methods. Specifically, this study identifies publication 

trends, the most prominent research topics, and the characteristics of 

sustainability research methods in academic journals in Indonesia. 

Method: This research adopts a bibliometric method using a quantitative 

approach. Data collection was conducted using the Publish or Perish 

application through the Crossref database by searching for the keyword 

“sustainability” for the periode 2016-2025. This search was carried out on 

SINTA 2 journals with various ISSNs. From the initial search, 120 articles 

were obtained, and then screening was conducted based on topic 

relevance and completeness of metadata, resulting in 115 articles being 

selected as the final sample. To analyze the data, VOSviewer was used, 

which  producted network visualizations, overlay visualizations, and 

density visualization. 

Finding: The study results indicate that the publication of research on 

sustainability in SINTA 2 journals has shown significant growth after 

2018, indicating an increasing interest among academics in sustainability 

issues. In addition, the most commonly applied analysis technique in 

sustainability research is the multiple regression method. Keyword 

analysis shows that sustainability reporting, corporate governance, and 

financial performance are key interrelated themes. 

Novelty: This study presents a detailed bibliometric mapping of 

sustainability research, specifically highlighting journals indexed in 

SINTA 2 by utilizing data from Crossref and visualizing it using 

VOSviewer. The findings of this study provide a structured view of the 

directions, trends, and methodological patterns in sustainability studies, 

which can serve as a reference for future research in the context of 

accounting and sustainability in Indonesia. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Research on sustainability has been growing rapidly along with increasing attention to 

environmental, social, and governance issues. The concept of sustainability emphasizes the 

importance of balancing economic, social, and environmental aspects in organizational activities 

(Elkington, 1998). In the field of accounting, sustainability is widely discussed through sustainability 

reporting and ESG disclosure (Suryanto et al., 2017). To understand the development patterns of this 

research, bibliometric analysis is used as a quantitative approach (Donthu et al., 2021). 

The Science and Technology Index, or SINTA, is a system for indexing national research 

journals managed by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology of the Republic 

of Indonesia (Kementerian Riset Teknologi dan Pendidikan Tinggi, 2018). SINTA plays a role in 

evaluating journal performance based on management quality and citations. Journals with a SINTA 

2 rating indicate high editorial standards and review processes (Y. Nugroho et al., 2012). This rating 

is obtained through the ARJUNA accreditation system applied nationally (Suryanto et al., 2017) 

Bibliometric analysis serves to assess the structure of knowledge in a field in a systematic 

way (Zupic & Čater, 2015). This method includes the analysis of citations, keywords, and author 
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collaborations to identify the most important themes (Donthu et al., 2021). ). Visualization of 

scientific networks facilitates understanding of the relationships between research topics (van Eck & 

Waltman, 2010). The use of tools like VOSviewer enhances accuracy in bibliometric mapping (van 

Eck & Waltman, 2010). Citation data is usually obtained through Publish or Perish. 

A bibliometric study on sustainability research published in SINTA 2 journals provides 

insights into the progress of sustainability research in Indonesia (Prashar & Sunder M, 2020). This 

analysis allows tracing topic trends and engagement in publications at the national level (Donthu et 

al., 2021). In addition, this review also contributes to identifying research areas that are still 

unexplored (Zupic & Čater, 2015). The results of this study are expected to improve the quality of 

research and scientific visibility in the sustainability sector (Y. Nugroho et al., 2012). 

 
Figure 1 

Graph of Number of Sustainability Publications (2016-2025) 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

The publication count chart shows that no publications were detected in the research dataset 

in 2016. This situation is due to the limited coverage of journals that were accredited with SINTA 2 

at the time, many of which were not yet indexed or not actively publishing articles with the keyword 

sustainability during that period. Additionally, the use of the term sustainability in local research is 

still minimal and is often replaced by other terms such as corporate social responsibility or 

environmental disclosure, thus not being included in bibliometric searches. 

From 2017 to 2018, the number of publications was still relatively small, around 3 to 4 articles 

per year, indicating that research on sustainability in national journals was still in its early stages. 

During this period, academic interest in the topic of sustainability began to increase, but it had not 

yet become a primary focus in research. Then, between 2019 and 2021, there was a gradual increase 

in the number of publications from 8 articles to 11 articles, indicating growing interest among 

researchers in line with the global discussion on sustainability and the beginning of strengthening 

regulations and standards in sustainability reporting. 

The changes became more evident in 2022 and 2023, with the total number of publications 

reaching 16 to 17 articles each year. This increase reflects the strengthening integration of 

sustainability issues in accounting and management studies, as well as the growing need for 

transparency and accountability in terms of sustainability. The peak in the number of publications 

occurred in 2024 and 2025, with articles reaching 26 to 27 publications, indicating that sustainability 

issues have become a solid and strategic research focus in SINTA 2 journals. 
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Overall, this pattern indicates a trend of stable and sustainable growth, where the absence of 

publications in 2016 serves as a starting point before research on sustainability in Indonesia 

accelerated until 2025. This explanation reinforces the significance of the bibliometric results, 

showing that the development of publications is influenced not only by academic interest but also by 

the dynamics of regulations, policies, and the national journal indexing system. 

THEORETICAL BASIS  

Bibliometrics is a quantitative method used to examine patterns in scientific publishing 

through data such as authors, keywords, citations, and collaborations between institutions (Donthu et 

al., 2021; Pritchard, 1969). ). In the context of sustainability, bibliometrics plays an important role in 

mapping research, main topics, and the most commonly used research techniques over time. Several 

studies indicate that bibliometric analysis can reveal the direction of sustainability research in a more 

structured and objective way compared to conventional literature reviews (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017; 

Ekawarti et al., 2025). Therefore, this approach is highly relevant for evaluating changes in 

sustainability research in journals published in SINTA 2. 

Sustainability in accounting studies not only involves environmental factors but also 

encompasses social and economic aspects that are integrated into organizational reporting and 

decision-making practices (Elkington, 1998; Gray, 2010). In Indonesia, sustainability issues have 

experienced rapid growth alongside the increasing demand for corporate transparency and 

accountability (Muthmainnah et al., 2024). Research on sustainability is often associated with 

financial performance, sustainability report disclosures, and corporate governance (Suryanto et al., 

2017). With the growing number of publications in SINTA 2 journals, scientific mapping is needed 

to understand the emerging patterns of sustainability research, in terms of themes, methods, and 

collaborations among researchers. 

According to previous bibliometric research, studies on sustainability have shown a 

significant increase after 2018, in line with the strengthening of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) agenda globally (Enciso-Alfaro & García-Sánchez, 2023). In addition, quantitative 

approaches, particularly multiple linear regression, have become the most common method in 

sustainability studies in the field of accounting (Muthmainnah et al., 2024).  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study applies a bibliometric method with a quantitative descriptive approach to map the 

progress of research on sustainability published in journals indexed by SINTA 2. Data collection was 

carried out using the Publish or Perish (PoP) application, which uses the Crossref database, as this 

database can widely index national journals and is suitable for the Indonesian context (Donthu et al., 

2021). The search was conducted using the keyword “sustainability” for the publication period from 

2015 to 2025, and using different ISSNs from all accounting journals registered in SINTA 2. 

From the initial search stage, 120 articles were found that met the initial criteria. Then, a 

selection process was carried out based on topic relevance, data duplication, and metadata 

completeness, resulting in 115 final articles for analysis. This process follows the principle of 

systematic screening in bibliometric research (Muthmainnah et al., 2024). The data were then 

exported in RIS format for further analysis using VOSviewer, which is commonly used in science 

mapping (van Eck & Waltman, 2010). 

 Bibliometric analysis was carried out through several steps, namely the analysis of annual 

publication trends, keyword analysis (co-word analysis), and research method analysis. The 

visualizations obtained include network visualization, overlay visualization, and density visualization 

to determine theme relationships and the progress of sustainability research (Ekawarti et al., 2025). 

This method facilitates researchers in understanding the knowledge structure and the overall direction 

of sustainability research. 
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Figure 2 

Stages of the Bibliomatric Analysis Method 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

Table 1 

Number and Percentage of Sustainability (2016-2025) 

NO Year Number of  Publications Percentage 

1 2025 27 0,22 

2 2024 26 0,21 

3 2023 17 0,14 

4 2022 16 0,13 

5 2021 11 0,09 

6 2020 8 0,06 

7 2019 8 0,06 

8 2018 4 0,03 

9 2017 3 0,02 

10 2016 0 0,00 

Total 120 100% 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

Table 2 

Number of Articles in SINTA 2 Accreditied Journals 

No List of Sinta 2 Journal Amount 

1 Journal of Accounting and Business Dynamics 3 

2 Scientific Journal in Accounting and Management (JEMA) 0 

3 Indonesian Accounting and Finance Research 10 

4 Journal of Accounting and Finance 1 

5 ASET Journal (Accounting Research) 4 

6 Journal of Accounting Studies 3 
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No List of Sinta 2 Journal Amount 

7 Attestation: Scientific Journal of Accounting 11 

8 Journal of Accounting Dynamics 6 

9 Accounting, Auditing, and Information Research Media 7 

10 Journal of Accounting 12 

11 Journal of Accounting and Finance Review 22 

12 Journal of Multiparadigm Accounting 9 

13 Indonesian Journal of Accounting and Auditing 7 

14 Scientific Journal of Accounting and Business 6 

15 Accrual: Accounting Journal 1 

16 Assets: Journal of Accounting and Education 1 

17 Journal of Accounting and Business 0 

18 Indonesian Journal of Accounting and Finance 3 

19 Journal of Contemporary Accounting Research 0 

20 Journal of Economic, Business and Accountancy Ventura 3 

21 Journal of Accounting and Investment 4 

22 The Indonesian Accounting Review 1 

23 Journal of Accounting Research Organization and Economics 1 

24 Indonesian Journal of Accounting and Auditing 6 

 Total 115 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

Table 3 

Authors and Journal of Publication 

No Authors Journal Sample Number 

of 

Citations* 

1 Ihsani et al.,(2021) JDAB 32 companies 30 times 

2 Alade et al.,(2024) JDAB 35 companies - 

3 Rahmansyah et al.,(2023) JDAB 20 BUMN 5 times 

4 Rosini & Hakim,(2020) RAKI 185 managers 5 times 

5 Indriastuti & Chariri, (2021) RAKI 80 companies 20 times 

6 Triyono et al.,(2025) RAKI 110 company - 

7 Abdullah & Meutia, (2023) RAKI 23 government 3 times 

8 Rachmawati et al., (2025) RAKI 170 bank employees 1 times 

9 Atikah et al.,(2024) RAKI 5 farmer - 

10 A’zizah et al.,(2024) RAKI   

11 Probowulan,(2022) JAK - 16 times 

12 Trisnawati et al.,(2022) RAKI 80 LQ45 companies 26 times 

13 Erwin,(2022) JIA 102 manufactures 10 times 

14 Sambuaga,(2024) JIA  1.744 observation 1 times 

15 Merelyn & Eriandani, (2022) JIA 267 companies 3 times 

16 Rahman et al.,(2023) JIA 254 observations 6 times 

17 Wany,(2025) JIA 21 manufacturing companies - 

18 Ekawarti et al.,(2025) JIA 356 scientific articles - 

19 Utami et al.,(2023) JIA 132 sustainability 4 times 

20 Girindratama et al.,(2024) JIA 339 observations - 

21 Saputra & Laksmi,(2024) JIA 30 respondents 26 times 

22 Iqbal et al.,(2023) JOURNAL 

ASSET 

15 companies 4 times 

23 Mukti & Kusuma,(2024) JOURNAL 

ASSET 

121 companies - 
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No Authors Journal Sample Number 

of 

Citations* 

24 Anna et al.,(2019) JOURNAL 

ASSET 

42 winner companies 79 times 

25 A. Purwanti,(2018) JOURNAL 

ASSET 

- 9 times 

26 Wardhani & Payamta,(2020) JKA 414 as research observations 12 times 

27 L. Purwanti et al.,(2024) JKA 17 article - 

28 Kurniawan & 

Sawarjuwono,(2024) 

JKA - 2 times 

29 Tanputra et al.,(2023) JKA 258 companies 4 times 

30 Tan & Zarefar,(2022) JDA   

31 ARMADANI & 

ZAREFAR,(2023) 

JDA 315 observations 5 times 

32 Falikhatun et al.,(2020) JDA 80 companies 9 times 

33 V. N. Hasanah et al.,(2023) JDA 46 companies 8 times 

34 Baroroh et al.,(2022) JDA 38 companies 2 times 

35 Eriandani & 

Evangelia,(2024) 

MRAAI 177 business entities was 

obtaine 

- 

36 Theresia & 

Triwacananingrum,(2022) 

MRAAI 43 companies 12 times 

37 Herawaty et al.,(2021) MRAAI 11 banking companies 13 times 

38 Yehezkiel et al.,(2023) MRAAI 269 companies 9 times 

39 Akuntansi & Vol,(2024) MRAAI 35 financial - 

40 Yulias et al.,(2025) MRAAI 93 observations - 

41 Rustam & Adil,(2022) JA 36 observations 24 times 

42 Heliani,(2023) JA   

43 Atika & Simamora,(2024) JA 68 observations 10 times 

44 Shinta Melzatia  Dewi 

Anggraini,Safira,(2018) 

JA   

45 Teti Rahmawati & Amir 

Hamzah,(2025) 

JA 81 observations - 

46 Ningly & 

Rahmadhani,(2025) 

JA 120 observations - 

47 Christina Juliana & 

Venantius Valentino 

Sembiring,(2025) 

JA 12 companies 3 times 

48 Mulyana et al.,(2025) JA 47 companies 3 times 

49 Handayani,(2023) JRAK - 6 times 

50 Heliani & Iskandar,(2024) JRAK 375 firm 4 times 

51 N. Hasanah et al.,(2017) JRAK 160 observations 30 times 

52 A. Nugroho & La Ode 

Sabaruddin,(2025) 

JRAK 240 observations - 

53 Wicaksono et al.,(2020) JRAK 237 accounting 

undergraduate 

11 times 

54 Ruhiyat et al.,(2022) JRAK 168 observations 26 times 

55 Latifah et al.,(2019) JRAK 13 companies 52 times 

56 Madhani et al.,(2025) JRAK 183 companies - 

57 Laili et al.,(2025) JRAK 3 sustainability report 1 times 

58 Ika wahyuni et al.,(2024)  JRAK 14 accounting educators - 

59 Darsono & Mareta,(2025) JRAK   

60 Rudyanto,(2019) JAM 630 observations 24 times 

61 Riduwan & Andajani,(2025) JAM 5 sustainability report - 
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No Authors Journal Sample Number 

of 

Citations* 

62 Rangkuti et al.,(2019) JAM 14 entity 17 times 

63 Wulandari et al.,(2025) JAM 227 observations - 

64 (Sudana,(2019) JAM - 7 times 

65 I. G. A. A. O. Dewi et 

al.,(2025) 

JAM   

66 Ardiana,(2023) JIAB - 2 times 

67 Saputra et al.,(2023) JIAB 30 respondents 26 times 

68 Ardiana,(2022) JIAB - 12 times 

69 Sri Werastuti,(2020) JIAB 94 students of accounting 21 times 

70 Kurniawan,(2020) JIAB - 5 times 

71 Saraswati et al.,(2023) JIAB - 2 times 

72 L. G. K. Dewi et al.,2022) JIAB 44 articles 9 times 

73 Munandar et al.,(2025) JAAI   

74 Nugrahani et al.,(2023) JAAI - 8 times 

75 Ardianto et al.,(2024) JAAI 578 firm 4 times 

76 Putri et al.,(2025) JAAI 16 companies - 

77 Akuntansi & Vol,(2024) MRAAI   

78 Triwacananingrum,(2018) AKRUAL - 4 times 

79 Atika & Simamora,(2024) JA 68 observation 10 times 

80 Heliani & Iskandar,(2024) JRAK 375 firm 4 times 

81 Ika wahyuni et al.,(2024) JRAK 14 accounting educators - 

82 Ardianto et al.,(2024) JAAI 578 firm 4 times 

83 Ramadhan et al.,(2024) AKRUAL 30 companies 2 times 

84 Mardiana & 

Purwaningsih,(2024) 

ASSETS 418 observation - 

85 Febrian & Hendriyeni,(2024) JAKI 40 companies 4 times 

86 Dayana & Budiasih,(2024) JAKI 2 informan 2 times 

97 Gozali et al.,(2024) JAKI   

88 Aprillia & Elistia,(2024) VENTURA 291 respondents 2 times 

89 Wijaya et al.,(2024) VENTURA 51 companies - 

90 Khotimah et al.,(2024) VENTURA 144 observations 6 times 

91 Alnaim & Metwally,(2024) Journal Of 

Accounting 

Research 

141 respondents 2 times 

92 Triyono et al.,(2025) RAKI 110 companies - 

93 Rachmawati et al.,(2025) RAKI 170 bank employees 1 times 

94 Wany,(2025) JIA 21 manufacturing companies - 

95 Ekawarti et al.,(2025) JIA 356 scientific - 

96 Teti Rahmawati & Amir 

Hamzah,(2025) 

JA 81 observations - 

97 Ningly & 

Rahmadhani,(2025) 

JA 120 observations - 

98 Juliana & Sembiring,(2025) JA 12 companies 3 times 

99 Mulyana et al.,(2025) JA 47 companies 3 times 

100 A. Nugroho & La Ode 

Sabaruddin,(2025) 

JRAK 240 observations - 

101 Madhani et al.,2025) JRAK 183 companies - 

102 Laili et al.,(2025) JRAK 3 sustainability report 1 times 

103 Darsono & Mareta,(2025) JRAK - - 

104 Riduwan & Andajani,(2025) JAM 5 sustainability report - 

105  Wulandari et al.,(2025) JAM 227 observation - 
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No Authors Journal Sample Number 

of 

Citations* 

106 I. G. A. A. O. Dewi et 

al.,(2025) 

JAM - - 

107 Munandar et al.,(2025) JAAI 1.318 scientific 

document/articles 

- 

108 Putri et al.,(2025) JAAI 16 companies - 

109 Ramadana et al.,(2025) JAKI 282 observations - 

110 Anggraini & 

Hermawan,(2025) 

JRAK 75 employee - 

111 Saidi et al.,(2025) JRAK 102 observation 1 times 

112 Sugianto et al.,(2025) JRAK 30 original photography - 

113 Andriana et al.,(2025) JRAK 331 respondents - 

114 Andajani & Riduwan,(2025) JAI 1 companies - 

115 Mariah & Hamsyah,(2025) JAI 24 companies - 

*) Citation calculations are based on Google Scholar up to December 19, 2025 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Keyword Network Visualization 

The first part of this research report presents a representation of the keyword network formed 

from the metadata of articles on sustainability in SINTA 2 journals. The mapping results using 

VOSviewer show a very complex relationship structure between concepts, yet they form a well-

organized cluster pattern. This network representation indicates the frequency of simultaneous 

occurrences of keywords within a single article, reflecting the main focus of researchers in Indonesia 

during the study period. This relationship pattern is crucial for understanding how sustainability is 

associated with the fields of accounting, management, and finance in national journals with SINTA 

2. 

 
Figure 3 

Network Visualization 

Source: The Authors, 2025 
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The visual structure presented in Figure 3 shows the presence of a large cluster focused on the terms 

sustainability reporting and corporate social responsibility. This condition indicates that studies on 

sustainability in Indonesia are still closely related to the perspective of non-financial data disclosure 

by companies. The strong relationships between each node indicate that the topic of sustainability is 

often studied in the context of transparent corporate governance. As expressed in the research by 

Muthmainnah et al.,(2024), bibliometric mapping provides the ability to observe how deeply an issue 

has been studied through the recurring relationships of keywords that appear in the literature analyzed 

in research databases. 

 Another cluster that is clearly visible in the network is the relationship between environmental 

performance and the financial performance of companies, which is the main concern of researchers. 

This indicates an effort by academics to practically demonstrate that the implementation of 

sustainability principles not only impacts the environment but also provides economic value for 

companies. The strength of the relationship between these keywords is illustrated by the lines 

connecting the nodes, where thicker lines indicate that the two topics are more frequently discussed 

together. This approach aligns with the expected method of identifying scientific contributions 

through bibliometric analysis that focuses on the co-occurrence of key terms in the literature. 

 The analysis shown in Figure 3 indicates that terms such as good corporate governance and 

firm value act as connectors that unify various research groups related to sustainability. The presence 

of moderating or mediating variables suggests complexity in the research models published in SINTA 

2 journals, where researchers not only consider one-way relationships but also take into account 

structural factors within the organization. This pattern demonstrates that discussions on sustainability 

in Indonesia have reached a certain level of maturity, where legal and business ethics aspects serve 

as the primary foundation. This visualization provides a solid basis for researchers to identify which 

topics are already saturated and which still require further investigation. 

2. Analysis of Research Development Trends (Overlay Visualization) 

The next analysis is conducted using overlay visualization to illustrate changes in the direction of 

sustainability research trends over time in SINTA 2 journals. By using different colors, shifts in 

researchers' focus can be observed, from traditional topics to modern issues that are currently widely 

discussed. The change in color from dark blue to bright yellow in this visualization provides 

sequential information about when a keyword begins to be the most frequently appearing in scientific 

research. This is very important for researchers to position their studies to stay aligned with the latest 

scientific developments and to avoid repetition in future scientific publications. 
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Figure 4 

Overlay Visualization of Co-occurrence Based on Keyword 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

 Referring to Figure 4, it can be seen that in the early phase of the research, the most frequently 

occurring themes were related to corporate governance and accounting reports in general, indicated 

by the dark color. During this period, research was more normative in nature and focused on 

compliance with newly issued government regulations. However, over time, there has been a clear 

shift towards more specific themes such as green accounting and carbon disclosure. The development 

of research in the field of sustainability is often driven by changes in global reporting standards and 

the increasing demand from investors for more detailed and measurable environmental information 

for long-term sustainability. 

 The latest trend that has emerged over the past two to three years, marked by the bright yellow 

color in Figure 4, indicates a significant focus on ESG performance and green innovation. This 

suggests that researchers in SINTA 2 journals are beginning to adopt international norms in assessing 

sustainability practices in Indonesia. The emergence of this new term illustrates how academics are 

adapting to critical global climate issues and the shift towards a more environmentally friendly 

economy. Observing this trend change is crucial as it provides insights into the direction of academic 

policy and national research focus, which influence capital market needs as well as collective 

awareness of the importance of preserving the Earth's environment for the future. 

3. Keyword Density Visualization 

The final part of this analysis uses a density display to determine areas of research that are already 

saturated and areas that are still underexplored. The brightness level of the colors in this display 

indicates how frequently a topic appears in the research database. The brighter the yellow color in a 

location, the more articles are discussing that topic. This density analysis serves as a guide for 

researchers to identify actual research gaps by paying attention to areas that still appear dim. In this 
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way, researchers can contribute new, more unique findings rather than just repeating research that has 

already been extensively conducted by others. 

 
Figure 5 

Density Visualization of Co-occurrence Based on Keyword 

Source: The Authors, 2025 

The results shown in Figure 5 indicate that the areas of sustainability reporting and financial 

performance have the highest concentration compared to all other topics in SINTA 2 journals. This 

suggests that the relationship between sustainability reporting and its impact on corporate profits is 

the theme most frequently of interest and researched by scholars in Indonesia. The high density in 

this field reflects a consensus among academics on the importance of this theme, but on the other 

hand, it also indicates very intense competition to achieve publication. Identifying dense areas helps 

researchers understand the focal points of a discipline and how these topics are interconnected. 

 On the other hand, there are areas that still appear dim or are located on the edges of the 

visualization, such as supply chain resilience or tax avoidance in the context of sustainability. These 

low-density areas reflect valuable opportunities for researchers to innovate and fill gaps in the existing 

literature. The lack of studies on these peripheral topics in SINTA 2 journals may be due to the 

difficulty of obtaining data or a lack of attention to these issues in the local context. However, in these 

areas, the novelty of research can be found, which is highly valued by journal editors during the peer 

review process to determine publication suitability. 

 Overall, the density chart shown in Figure 5 provides a comprehensive overview of the 

strength of sustainability research in Indonesia. The dominance of financial accounting themes in 

sustainability research indicates that the economic perspective remains a major driver in 

environmental discussions in the country. However, there are still opportunities to incorporate other 

perspectives, such as operational management or consumer behavior, in the context of sustainability. 

By leveraging this density data, scientific development can be carried out in a more targeted and 

strategic manner, so that the literature on sustainability in Indonesia not only increases in quantity but 

also features a rich thematic diversity that is relevant to various stakeholders. 

 Based on the three visualizations presented, this discussion will combine these results with 

relevant sources to provide a deeper understanding. The dominance of sustainability reporting in the 

visualization results indicates that the main concern in Indonesia still focuses on the formality aspect 
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of disclosure rather than actual implementation in the field. This finding aligns with the opinion of 

Muthmainnah et al.,(2024), who stated that sustainability reporting is often considered a corporate 

legitimacy tool to gain recognition from the public and investors. This indicates a strong relationship 

between legitimacy theory and research practices published in SINTA 2 journals, where companies 

strive to align their operations with the social values around them. 

 Furthermore, the shift in trends towards environmental issues evident in the overlay analysis 

illustrates the readiness of academics in Indonesia to face global challenges. The increasing interest 

in green accounting and ESG indicates that research is no longer focused solely on traditional 

accounting profits but is also beginning to consider environmental impact as a component of business 

strategy. This discussion reinforces stakeholder theory, which states that companies have 

responsibilities to various parties, not just shareholders. As noted in previous bibliometric studies, 

adapting to global trends is a crucial factor for national journals to remain competitive and contribute 

to addressing international environmental issues. 

 Finally, identifying gaps in research through density analysis provides strategic 

recommendations for the development of future sustainable studies. An excessive emphasis on the 

relationship between financial performance should begin to be balanced with more qualitative 

research or experiments to understand the internal mechanisms of companies in implementing 

environmentally friendly practices. Future research needs to be bold in exploring themes in 

overlooked areas to enhance better knowledge diversity. By combining bibliometric analysis with a 

deep understanding of the local Indonesian context, it is hoped that researchers can produce work that 

not only excels academically in SINTA 2, but also has a tangible practical impact for the transition 

towards genuine sustainable development. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS  

This study concludes that research on sustainability published in SINTA 2 journals from 2015 

to 2025 shows positive and consistent development. Using a bibliometric approach on 115 selected 

articles, it was found that the main research themes were dominated by sustainability reports and 

financial performance, with multiple linear regression as the most commonly applied method of 

analysis. The results from VOSviewer mapping also indicate the presence of relationships between 

thematic clusters that continue to evolve, showing that sustainability has become an established yet 

dynamic field of research in local accounting studies. 

Berdasarkan hasil tersebut, disarankan agar penelitian selanjutnya dapat memperluas jangkauan 

database di luar Crossref, termasuk Scopus atau Dimensions, untuk mendapatkan gambaran yang 

lebih lengkap. Selain itu, penerapan metode analisis yang lebih bervariasi, seperti mixed methods 

atau biblioshiny, dapat menambah wawasan dalam penelitian sustainability. Peneliti juga diajak 

untuk menjelajahi topik-topik baru seperti ESG, circular economy, dan sustainability assurance agar 

kontribusi ilmiah terhadap pengembangan akuntansi berkelanjutan semakin maksimal. 
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